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The American Cavalryman. By Henry F. Downing. The Neale 

Publishing Company, New York, 1917. Pp. 306. Price $1.50. 

This is a Liberian romance written by Henry F. Downing, a 
colored man who evidently spent some years in Liberia. The dic- 
tion is good, the style pleasing, and the story interesting, but it is 
not a sympathetic portrayal of African character and customs. It 
is written from a white man 's point of view and shows a tendency 
to regard the white man's civilization of today as the only true 
standard. He shows, however, that he does not always approve of 
the European method of dealing with the African. While describ- 
ing an unequal contest between the cavalryman and natives, he 
says: " But alas! in war, as in finance and love, victory does not 
always smile upon the most deserving. She usually favors the 
numerically stronger side; that is, unless the less numerous party 
is armed with quick firing guns, dumdum bullet, and other harm- 
less weapons that Europeans think it criminal to employ against 
one another, but cheerfully use to Christianize and civilize the poor 
helpless black African." 

The chief value of the work lies in its portrayal of native cus- 
toms, some of which are beautiful, some wholly barbarous and all 
more or less tinctured with superstition. But, when we pause to 
think how rife superstition still is among all so-called civilized 
peoples, we conclude that it is a belief hard to eradicate from human 
nature. Even in our own country people were hanged as witches 
a little over a hundred years ago. 

While cunning and shrewdness are shown to hold an exalted 
place in the native character, still lying and cheating, when discov- 
ered, are severely punished. Loyalty to friends and fidelity to 
pledges are held in great esteem. Human life does not seem to be 
valued very highly judging from the readiness with which a chief 
extinguished it by having all disloyal or disobedient followers be- 
headed at a moment's notice. It is evident throughout, however, 
that human nature is the same in civilized and uncivilized peoples. 

There is no attempt to portray the history of Liberia in these 
pages, a thing which in my opinion would have made the work 
stronger and far more valuable. It does give a fair picture of 
Monrovia, the capital city, and presents, to some extent, the need 
for wise and just administration and the necessity of funds to im- 
prove the city and endow it with parks, libraries, and places of 
amusement. The value of the American constabulary force is felt 
and the importance of increased communications, union and help- 
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fulness between the government and the tribes are emphasized. 
Altogether it is a work worth writing and worth reading, although 
it does not give enough prominence to the nobler traits of the 
native character. 

Ida Gibbs Hunt. 

Education for Life. By Francis 6. Peabody, Vice-President of the 

Board of Trustees. The Story of Hampton Institute, told in 

Connection with the Fiftieth Anniversary of the School. 

Doubleday, Page and Company, New York, 1918. Pp. 393. 

Price $2.50. 

This work has for its background a brief account of the Negro 
during the Civil War and the Reconstruction, serving as the occa- 
sion for the beginning of the successful career of General Samuel 
Chapman Armstrong, the founder of Hampton Institute. The 
actual history of the institution appears under such captions as the 
beginnings of Hampton, the years of promise, the coming of the In- 
dian, the years of fulfilment, the end of an era, the coming of 
Frissell, and the expansion of Hampton. The author has endeav- 
ored also to explain the relations of Hampton and the South and 
to forecast the future possibilities of this school.. The work is 
well printed and beautifully illustrated. 

In the Springfield Republican of July 6, 1918, A. L. Dawes said 
in her review of this work : 

" Hampton institute has chosen a fitting occasion, the comple- 
tion of fifty years of life and work, to issue the history of its 
achievement. It comes at the end of one distinct epoch, and the 
beginning of another, when it is of much value to consider the re- 
sults which make a foundation for new progress. It is a record of 
wonderful achievement, and this amazing institution may well be 
proud of it. We are led from the huddled camp of contrabands in 
1868 to the allied armies in 1918 ; from a crowd of men and women 
without a past and seemingly without a future — even a possibility 
only to the eyes of patriotism and faith — we are led in these pages 
to the ranks of efficient soldiers and brilliant officers fighting with 
southern men whose grandfathers called their grandfathers slaves! 

" Faith has become pride and patriotism has become an indi- 
vidual possession in a resurrected race. The book might well have 
been called by that title — ' The Resurrection of a Race '—but its 
distinguished author, in calling it ' Education for Life,' has chosen 
to consider Hampton's double mission to the race and to the world 



